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SUB J : TRUDEAU REACTION TO LIBERAL PARTY POLL SLUMP 
REF: OTTAWA 3552 

1 . TALKING WITH REPORTERS PRIOR TO TWO-DAY (SEPT 8 
AND 9) LIBERAL CAUCUS MEETING, PM TRUDEAU SAID ANTI- 
INFLATION PROGRAM WAS THE SIMPLE EXPLANATION FOR 
LIBERALS' LOW STANDING IN POLLS (REFTEL). ACCORDING 
TO TRUDEAU, A POLITICAL PARTY WHICH TELLS PEOPLE, 

"THEY CAN'T CHARGE THE PRICES THEY WANT; THEY CAN'T 
BARGAIN FOR THE WAGES THEY WANT" IS BOUND TO BE UN- 
POPULAR. CONCEDING THAT THE ANTI-INFLATION PROGRAM 
WAS "LITERALLY STOMPING ON PEOPLE'S EXPECTATION," 
TRUDEAU ADDED THE UPBEAT OPINION THAT THE NEXT DECADE 
WOULD BE "A VERY GOOD AND PROGRESSIVE ONE.” 

2. TRUDEAU ALSO REPORTEDLY CONCEDED THAT A PUBLIC 
RELATIONS CAMPAIGN WOULD NOT REVERSE LIBERAL 
FORTUNES. FYI LIBERAL MINISTERS ARE EXPCTED 

TO MAKE A SPECIAL NEW EFFORT TO EXPLAIN AND 
DEFEND THE ANTI-INFLATION PROGRAM AND THE 
GOVERNMENT HAS ANNOUNCED A 1.1 MILLION 
DOLLARS ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN TO EMPHASIZE THE 
NEED FOR CONTINUING RESTRAINT END FYI. HE 
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WOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY A NEW LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE. 
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